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2 Anatomy of a certification
question

Enough preamble —let’s get right into it. What are the
ABAP certification questions really like? How many
different formats are there?

2.1 Question formats

Here’s an example question, which we have taken from
the world of pub trivia. The format is identical to that of
SAP certification questions.

1. What does ‘Para’ stand for in the word ‘Paralympics’?

Please choose the correct answer.

a) Parachute

b) Parabola

c) Parallel

d) Paralytic

No surprises here. A straightforward interrogative ques-

tion followed by four possible answers, of which exactly
one (1) is correct.

If only one answer is correct, four possible answers will
be listed, marked with the letters a to d.

17



ANATOMY OF A CERTIFICATION QUESTION

Here’s the next, slightly more complex, question format:

2. In which two countries is divorce still illegal?

Note: There are 2 correct answers to this question.

a) Saudi Arabia
b) Vatican City

c) lIran
d) The Philippines
e) Ireland

In this case, you must select 2 correct answers. Note
that if you do not select exactly two correct answers, you
will get zero points for the question. There are no half
marks!

Questions with two correct answers may be presented
with either four or five possible answers.

Finally, you may also encounter questions with three (3)
correct answers, as shown below.

3. Which of the following famous people died on 22
November 19637

Note: There are 3 correct answers to this question.

a) C.S. Lewis

b) Eleanor Roosevelt
c) Aldous Huxley

d) Ernest Hemingway
e) John F. Kennedy

18



ANATOMY OF A CERTIFICATION QUESTION

Again, you must select exactly 3 correct answers to have
the question marked correct.

And that’s it—there are no other question formats in the
ABAP Associate exam. In particular, you will not encoun-
ter:

Programming exercises

Essay / short-answer questions

True / False questions

L A

‘All of the above/None of the above’ answer options

So be warned: if you purchase a study book, or ‘dumps’
from the Internet, you should be skeptical of any ques-
tion sets that contain the above formats. They are either
fake or old (or both).

2.2 Question content

Although some SAP ABAP questions may seem very
detailed (even a little pedantic), they typically do not
require you to rote-learn a list of facts. In particular, you
are not expected to know transaction codes, menu
paths, or program names.

According to the SAP question-writing guidelines, certifi-

cation questions should test practical knowledge and not
be easily guessable by a novice.

2.3 A word about language

Because questions in the ABAP certification exam may
have been composed in a foreign language (mostly
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ANATOMY OF A CERTIFICATION QUESTION

German, we assume), they sometimes sound a little odd
after being translated into English.

For example, we once encountered an ABAP question
that mentioned ‘booking a value to the database’. This
expression only makes sense when you realize that
‘booking’ is a clumsy translation of the word ‘buchen’—
which means ‘to post’ in German.

Also, as German tends to be a wordy language, some of
the questions may appear very long-winded, with lots of
commas and punctuated asides (a bit like this sentence).

The ‘divorce’ question above, for example, might have
been phrased like this:

2. What are the names of the two nations where there are no
legal means of terminating a marriage?

Note: There are 2 correct answers to this question.

a) Saudi Arabia
b) Vatican City

c) Iran
d) The Philippines
e) lIreland

There’s really not much you can do about this, except
keep an open mind and try not to get too hung up on the
wording. Additionally, it helps to recall some of the tech-
nical German you have probably learned as an ABAP
programmer!

We can only hope that the recent move to ‘crowdsource’

certification questions will lead to improved question
quality.
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ANATOMY OF A CERTIFICATION QUESTION

2.4 The answers

The answers to the sample trivia questions above are:

1. C. In modern usage, Paralympics is short for ‘Paral-
lel Olympics’.

2. B and D. Divorce is outlawed in Vatican City and The
Philippines.

3. A, C, and E. Two famous writers died on the same
day that JFK was assassinated: C. S. Lewis (The Li-
on, the Witch and the Wardrobe) and Aldous Huxley
(Brave New World). Not a great day in history.

21



INDEX

B Index

A

ABAP Certification
Benefits 12
Costs 12
Job prospects 12, 15
Levels 14
Question formats 17
Release versions 14
Validity 15
ABAP Dictionary
Answers 41, 107
Sample questions 24,
74
Topic overview 48
ABAP Objects
Answers 44, 111
Sample questions 33,
89
Topic overview 54
ABAP Programming
Answers 42, 108
Sample questions 26,
78
Topic overview 49
ABAP Tools
Answers 46, 115
Sample questions 39,
105
Topic overview 58

C

Classical User
Interfaces
Answers 42, 109
Sample questions 28,
82
Topic overview 50

D

Data Types and Data
Objects
Answers 45, 113

Sample questions 36,
98
Topic overview 56

E

Enhancements and
Maodifications
Answers 44,110
Sample questions 31,

87
Topic overview 53

Exam
Fail 129
Final countdown 125
Pass 127
The day before 120
The hour before 120
When to book 118

Exam Strategies

153



INDEX

General 67
How to guess 68

Internal Tables
Answers 45, 112
Sample questions 34,
93
Topic overview 55

S

SAP Consultant
Registry 129
SAP Credential
Manager 128
SAP Netweaver
Overview
Answers 45, 114
Sample questions 37,
100
Topic overview 56
SQL Statements
Including Update
Strategies

154

Answers 43, 110
Sample questions 30,
85

Topic overview 51
Study tips

Resources 61

Techniques 63

What to focus on 64

T

TAW10 ABAP
Workbench
Fundamentals 63

TAW12 ABAP
Workbench Concepts
63

w

Web Dynpro for ABAP
Answers 46, 114

Sample questions 38,
101
Topic overview 57



	Cover

	Thank you ... 
	Related titles from Espresso Tutorials:

	Copyright / Imprint

	Table of Content

	Preface
	1 Introduction
	1.1 Why get certified?
	1.2 Is it really worth it?
	1.3 Am I ready to sit for the exam?
	1.4 Which exam should I choose?
	1.4.1 Professional or Associate?
	1.4.2 Which ABAP release?

	1.5 Will it get me a job?

	2 Anatomy of a certification question
	2.1 Question formats
	1. What does ‘Para’ stand for in the word ‘Paralympics’?
	2. In which two countries is divorce still illegal?
	3. Which of the following famous people died on 22 November 1963?

	2.2 Question content
	2.3 A word about language
	2. What are the names of the two nations where there are no legal means of terminating a marriage?

	2.4 The answers

	3 A short practice exam
	3.1 Breakdown by topic area
	3.2 ABAP Dictionary
	1. Which of the following is not an object in the ABAP dictionary?
	2. What is the main purpose of the ‘foreign key’ concept in database tables?
	3. What is the main purpose of creating indexes in the ABAP dictionary?
	4. Under which of the following conditions would the use of a pooled table be advisable?
	5. When is a runtime object created for a data dictionary object?

	3.3 ABAP Programming
	1. Which of the following statements are true concerning SAP and ABAP memory?
	2. As a matter of policy, SAP does not allow COMMIT WORK statements inside BAPIs. What is the reason for this?
	3. In the command CALL TRANSACTION 'FD02' USING BDCDATA MODE 'A', what is the effect of specifying mode 'A'?
	4. What happens if you perform a ‘SELECT … FOR ALL ENTRIES IN <TAB>’ when the driver table <TAB> is empty?
	5. All things being equal, why does it take longer to execute a function module (FM) compared to a local subroutine (form)?

	3.4 Classical User Interfaces
	1. What are the advantages of using subscreens?
	2. In a tabstrip control, the tab title and the tab page are implemented as which technical objects?
	3. In a table control, which of the following actions triggers the PAI module?
	4. In a custom Dynpro screen, the user clears the value of ZFLGHT-CARRID.

	3.5 SQL Statements Including Update Strategies
	1. What are the possible disadvantages of using database hints?
	2. What is the advantage of using SELECT SINGLE FOR UPDATE when programming an update of an entry in a database table?
	3. The table ZCUSTOMERS has a secondary index Z1 containing the following two fields:
	4. How could you make an ‘inner join’ between an internal table and a database table?

	3.6 Enhancements and Modifications
	1. Implicit enhancement options allow you to add parameters to standard SAP methods with which important restrictions?
	2. Which of the following enhancement options uses a ‘filter’ concept?
	3. In general, why are enhancements preferable to modifications in SAP?
	4. Which of the following operations can be performed on standard SAP objects without creating a modification?

	3.7 ABAP Objects
	1. If a superclass method is marked as ‘Abstract,’ what restriction does that place on this method?
	2. If a superclass method is marked as ‘Final,’ what restriction does that place on this method?
	3. Which of the following statements are true about the ‘friendship’ relationship between classes?
	4. What is the difference between a class ZCL_CAR and an instance of that class?

	3.8 Internal Tables
	1. What type of internal table has, for large tables, the fastest access time for an individual read?
	2. What is most likely to happen if you do a READ … BINARY SEARCH on a large internal table that is not sorted (by the relevant key)?
	3. Table LT_A has 3 rows and table LT_B has 10 rows. How many rows will LT_B contain after the following command is executed:
	4. Which of the following commands can be used to determine the number of rows in internal table LT_A?

	3.9 Data Types and Data Objects
	1. What will be the result of executing the following code snippet on the first of January 2016?
	2. You want to pass a large complex structure to a function module. What parameter attribute should you select in SE37 to avoid the cost of copying this structure?

	3.10  SAP NetWeaver Overview
	1. What is the purpose of the SAP Software Change Registration (SSCR)?
	2. In SAP NetWeaver, what is the typical relationship between software Components and Applications?

	3.11  Web Dynpro for ABAP
	1. In Web Dynpro for ABAP, what is the name of the construct used to hold working data values?
	2. In Web Dynpro for ABAP, what is the name of the construct used to trigger a Web Dynpro and pass initial parameter values to it?
	3. In a Web Dynpro for ABAP View, which standard method would you use to hide screen fields, depending on View context values?
	4. What must take place before a View can reference the context data of the Component Controller?
	5. Which of the following are true statements about the Component Controller?

	3.12  ABAP Tools
	1. Which transactions can you use to perform a detailed runtime analysis?


	4 Short practice exam: answers and short explanations
	4.1 ABAP Dictionary
	4.2 ABAP Programming
	4.3 Classical User Interfaces
	4.4 SQL Statements Including Update Strategies
	4.5 Enhancements and Modifications
	4.6 ABAP Objects
	4.7 Internal Tables
	4.8 Data Types and Data Objects
	4.9 SAP NetWeaver Overview
	4.10  Web Dynpro for ABAP
	4.11 ABAP Tools

	5 Certification topic areas — an overview
	5.1 ABAP Dictionary
	5.2 ABAP Programming
	5.3 Classical User Interfaces
	5.4 SQL Statements Including Update Strategies
	5.5 Enhancements and Modifications
	5.6 ABAP Objects
	5.7 Internal Tables
	5.8 Data Types and Data Objects
	5.9 SAP NetWeaver Overview
	5.10 Web Dynpro for ABAP
	5.11 ABAP Tools

	6 How to study for the exam
	6.1 Study resources
	6.1.1 The SAP training website
	6.1.2 SAP course notes

	6.2 Study techniques
	6.2.1 What to focus on, or, Can’t I just skip Web Dynpro for ABAP?

	6.3 Practice x 3

	7 Strategies for passing the exam
	7.1 General tips
	7.2 If you have absolutely no idea…
	7.2.1 Strategies
	7.2.2 Examples
	1. What happens if you perform a ‘SELECT … FOR ALL ENTRIES IN <TAB>’ when the driver table <TAB> is empty?
	2. In SAP NetWeaver, what is the typical relationship between software Components and Applications?


	7.3 If you have some idea…

	8 A full-size practice exam
	8.1 Breakdown by topic area
	8.2 ABAP Dictionary
	1. Which of the following views contains exactly one table?
	2. What technology must you use to read data from a cluster table?
	3. Which of the following are ABAP Dictionary objects?
	4. ‘Full buffering’ would be appropriate for what types of tables?
	5. How can you define fixed values for a domain?
	6. Assume that the database table SFLIGHT has a secondary index ‘Z1’ with a single field ‘CONNID’. Why is it that the following SELECT statement will NOT make use of this index?
	7. Which of the following terms best describes a database table that contains no MANDT (or CLIENT) field?
	8. You wish to adjust a customer database table by shortening one of the key fields. Which of the following statements are true regarding this procedure?
	9. Which of the following features are required in the definition of a text table?
	10. Which of the following can NOT be edited via SE11 (ABAP Dictionary Maintenance)?

	8.3 ABAP Programming
	1. Which of the following additions can be used with the keyword ‘FORM’?
	2. What would be the value of sy-fdpos after this block of code is executed?
	3. Which of the following ABAP code snippets will produce the string ‘Hello World’?
	4. Which of the following statements are true, concerning parameters of FORM subroutines and METHODs?
	5. You wish to insert the names of all the fields in a Dictionary structure, into your ABAP program. Which function should you invoke in the ABAP editor?
	6. What is the effect of the keyword CASTING in the following statement?
	7. Given a structure ls_bete of type BETE, with the following fields and values:
	8. You have been asked to build a selection screen for a report where the user can either enter a single value for CARRID, or leave the field blank to implicitly select all CARRIDs in table SPFLI. Which of the following constructs would achieve that ...
	9. After this SQL statement is executed, which ABAP statement will write out the details of the first flight with 220 passengers?
	10. You have completed a report called ZFLIGHT and wish to transport it to your Quality (Test) client. Which of the following manual tasks must be done, before transportation can commence?

	8.4 Classical User Interfaces
	1. The screen sequence for a classic Dynpro is statically defined as follows:
	2. What field of the system table SCREEN holds the unique identifier of a screen element, such as a button or an input field?
	3. You have defined a screen element as invisible in the static screen data. What command do you need to execute in the PBO, to make this element visible?
	4. What is the default screen number that is generated for a program’s selection screen?
	5. A transaction variant can be used to change a standard SAP transaction without modifying it. Which of the following changes can NOT be made by a transaction variant?
	6. In the following PAI code, what is the effect of the CHAIN-REQUEST addition?

	8.5 SQL Statements Including Update Strategies
	1. OPEN SQL uses the wildcard symbols ‘%’ and ‘_’. What WHERE-clause addition must you use with the SELECT statement, to match a row that actually contains a ‘%’ character (for example, ‘100% pure’)?
	2. What are some advantages of VIEWS over INNER JOINS?
	3. What are the types of reuse components that encapsulate database access?
	4. What will be the result of sy-subrc for the following SELECT statement, if there are 2 records with carrid = AA in database table SFLIGHT?
	5. For large internal tables that are accessed by an arbitrary key, which is the most efficient READ operation?
	6. Which of the following keywords is NOT an OPEN SQL command?
	7. Which ‘Processing Type’ setting would you select for a function module in SE37, to make it implement a V1 update task?
	8. Which of the following database tables stores the names of the function modules, which are to be called when executing an update task?

	8.6 Enhancements and Modifications
	1. Where does the customer-defined ABAP code reside for a BAdI?
	2. What kind of enhancements can you make to data elements?
	3. Which of the following enhancements are only available if SAP explicitly provides for them?
	4. To determine the presence of classic BAdIs in an application, which character string can you search for in the transaction’s source code?
	5. What is the purpose of the Switch Framework?
	6. Which of the following statements are true, regarding append structures?

	8.7 ABAP Objects
	1. What construct is provided in ABAP Objects to achieve internal modularization?
	2. When it comes to object-oriented programming, what big advantage do ABAP classes have over function groups?
	3. Whenever an object of type ZCL_CAR is created, you want the public ‘color’ attribute to initially be set to ‘black’. How can you achieve this?
	4. Which ABAP object construct has the following properties:
	5. Which of the following best describes ‘polymorphism’?
	6. You have two objects: O1 is an instance of class C1 and O2 is an instance of class C2.
	7. When redefining methods in a subclass, what is allowed?
	8. Which of the following statements are true, concerning static methods of ABAP classes?
	9. What is the effect of the FINAL addition, when applied to ABAP classes and methods?
	10. To implement the singleton concept, a class must be designed with at least which two features?

	8.8 Internal Tables
	1. Given the following SORTED internal table:
	2. Given the following internal table LT_EMPLOYEES:
	3. Which statement deletes the entire content of an internal table and releases the previously used memory?
	4. What happens to any content that is present in an internal table LT_X when an array fetch ‘INTO TABLE LT_X’ is executed?
	5. If the table LT_ANIMALS has the following 4 lines:
	6. How can you reduce data-copying costs when reading rows from an internal table?
	7. Consider the following declaration:
	8. Assume that we have an internal table lt_customer which is declared to have the following fields:

	8.9 Data Types and Data Objects
	1. Which of the following statements defines a standard internal table with table type ZBP_TAB?
	2. Why should you no longer define internal tables with header lines?
	3. What will happen when you execute the following code? Note: SFLIGHT has a primary key consisting of CARRID, CONNID, and FLDATE.
	4. What is the primary purpose of ‘dereferencing’ a data reference?

	8.10 SAP NetWeaver Overview
	1. Which services are offered uniquely by the central instance of an SAP system?
	2. The ABAP dispatcher processes the request queue according to what principle?
	3. Which of the following statements about native SQL statements are true?
	4. What is the purpose of the ‘spool work process’?

	8.11 Web Dynpro for ABAP
	1. Which of the following standard Web Dynpro for ABAP View methods has a similar purpose to the PBO module in ‘classic’ Dynpro programming?
	2. Which of the following standard Web Dynpro for ABAP View methods has a similar purpose to the PAI module in ‘classic’ Dynpro programming?
	3. What are the two types of components that you can add to a Web Dynpro for ABAP context?
	4. What are some important restrictions when enhancing Web Dynpro for ABAP methods?
	5. While developing a Web Dynpro for ABAP, you wish to encapsulate some business logic in a method that will be called by multiple views within a window. Where should that method be implemented?
	6. You wish to map the DATA element of an ALV controller to a Context node. What should the cardinality of that node be?
	7. When is a Web Dynpro for ABAP custom controller first instantiated?
	8. Which of the following are standard attributes of a Web Dynpro for ABAP View controller?
	9. What is the main purpose of ‘data binding’ in Web Dynpro for ABAP?
	10. What is the purpose of a ‘navigation link’ in Web Dynpro for ABAP?

	8.12 ABAP Tools
	1. What ABAP tool would you use to maintain menus and application toolbars?
	2. Which of the following is an example of an unconditional checkpoint?
	3. You wish to create a small test program in the development system. What steps can you take, to ensure that it is not included in a Workbench request, when you are saving it?
	4. What are the consequences if you create a program and set the ‘Editor Lock’ in the program attributes?


	9 A full-size practice exam: answers and short explanations
	9.1 ABAP Dictionary
	9.2 ABAP Programming
	9.3 Classical User Interfaces
	9.4 SQL Statements Including Update Strategies
	9.5 Enhancements and Modifications
	9.6 ABAP Objects
	9.7 Internal Tables
	9.8 Data Types and Data Objects
	9.9 SAP NetWeaver Overview
	9.10  Web Dynpro for ABAP
	9.11  ABAP Tools

	10  The day of the exam
	10.1 When to book your exam
	10.2 How to study for your exam
	10.3 The day before the exam
	10.4 The hour before the exam
	10.5 The exam!
	10.6 Answer the question
	10.7 The final countdown

	11 After the exam — a debriefing
	11.1 So you passed the exam — well done!
	11.1.1 SAP Credential Manager

	11.2 So you failed the exam — don’t give up!

	12 Summary
	13 Yet more sample questions
	13.1 Questions
	1. Given the following snippet of code:
	2. The following snippet of code has a syntax error at the ‘DELETE’ statement :

	13.2 Answers

	14 Appendix 1: Answer Sheets
	14.1 A short practice exam
	14.2 A full-size practice exam

	A  About the Authors
	B Index
	C Disclaimer



